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Far enh, law af thier 
instituted, concerning which so mach is now being said. The tithing system 
of the Church did not do away with the United Order, the practice of which, 
though discontinued during that period, is still contemplated as an event of 
the future. But the law of tithing (like the law of Moses; in its relation to 
the Gospel of Christ) was to be observed and obeyed pending the final estab- 
lishment of the more perfect system. Here is the full text of the law: 
Revelation given through Joseph, the Prophet, at Far West, Missouri, July 8th, 1838, 
in answer to the question, “O Lord, show unto thy servants how mush thou requirest 
of the properties of the people for a tithing?” i 

Verily, thus saith the Lord, I require all their surplus property to be put into the 
hands of the Bishop of my Church in Zion. | 
For the building of mine house, and for the laying of the foundation of Zion, and for 
the Priesthood, and for the debts of the Presidency of my Charch ; 

And this shall be the beginning of the tithing of my people; | 

have thus Rides of all Meir ta: 
hood, saith the Lord. 7 
e to nome that all those who gather unto the land 
of Zion shall be tithed of their surplus properties, and shall observe this law, or they 
shall not be found worthy to abide among you. 
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And I say unto you, if my people observe not this law, to keep it holy, and by this 
sanctify the land of Zion unto me, that my statutes and my judgements may be kept 
thereon, that it may be most holy, behold, verily I say unto you, it shall not be a land 
of Zion unto you. 

And this shall be a ensample unto all the Stakes of Zion. Even so, Amen. 


The Stakes of Zion, I will explain, are those gathering places of the Saints 
that are outside of Zion proper—Jackson county, Missouri, where the holy 
city, it is believed, will yet be built. For instance, Kirtland was a Stake of 
Zion, as was also Nauvoo, Illinois, where, early in 1839, the ot 17 
their barbarous midwinter expulsion from the State of Missouri 
exterminating order of Governor Lilburn W. Boggs, next 2 their 
headquarters. 

In Illinois, the same methods and policy were pursued for the upbuilding 
and maintenance of the Church, and the prosecution of the sacred labor de- 
volving upon it, as those previously adopted and followed ; and this 
the personal supervision and direction of the Prophet, its first President. 
The law of tithing continued in force, and the revenues of the Church, thus 
obtained, were used in a variety of ways for the advancement of the general 
cause. “The gathering” also went on, not only from the various States of the 
Union, but from Canada and Great Britain. “Mormonism’s” first foreign 
mission was opened at Preston, England, in 1837, and the foundations of the 
mission were broadened and strengthened in 1840-41. This work was done 
by the Council of the Twelve Apostles—the second quorum ip guthority in 
the Church—acting under the direction of the First aide) in in America. 
A Church paper was founder at Manchester and a new edition of the Book 
of Mormon ‘printed, with means contributed by the Saints of the British 
Mission. A permanent emigration agency (now in Liverpool) was established, 
and this has conducted annually across the Atlantic thousands upon thousands 
of Church members. Many other similar works were done by the Apostles 
while upon that mission. At Nauvoo a Temple was built and a university 
chartered, papers were published, mercantile and industrial enterprises were 
founded wherever necessary, and all kinds of legitimate business; essential 
to the work in hand, was carried on by the Church under the express sanction | 
and direction of its spiritual and temporal head. The Prophet even laid out 
cities, and in this he was assisted by the Apostles, who, as well as the Bishops 
were active in séttling in these places 10 222 
abroad. 

Joseph Smith, with his brother Hyrum, the Patriarch of the Ohureh, was 
murdered by a mob in Carthage jail, Illinois, June 27, 1844. His death dis- 
solved the First Presidency, and the succession fell upon the Council of the 
Twelve Apostles, with President Brigham Young at its head. He conducted 
the “Mormon” exodus from Illinois. Leaving Nauvoo in February, 1846, he 
led the first companies of the migrating Saints to the Missouri River, and, 
after the enlistment of the “Mormon” Battalion which aided the United 
States in its war with Mexico, he headed the pioneer movement which in 
July, 1847, penetrated to the heart of the “Great American Desert,” and se- 
Wally snd regione the homo ot 
the “Mormon” people. 
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Brigham Young succeeded to the sacred powers and presidential position 
held by Joseph Smith. Choosing two counselors, he re-organized the First 
Presidency, filled the vacancies thus oceasioned in the quorum of the Twelve, 
and otherwise set the Church in order in its new gathering place. In all the 
wondrous work performed by that truly remarkable man—the reclamation of 
the desert, the continuation of “the gathering,” the establishment of numerous 
Stakes of Zion, and incidentally the founding of the commonwealth of Utah— 
he but carried out the policy and fulfilled the predictions of his yet more 
remarkable predecessor. President Young’s proudest boast—figuratively 
speaking, for he was not a man who boasted—was that he was Joseph Smith’s 
Apostle, and was building upon the foundation that he had: laid. Joseph 
prophesied, years before his death, that the Saints would be driven westward, 
and would “become a mighty people in the ‘midst of the Rocky Mountains; 
here to remain, growing in numbers, increasing in wealth and influence, and 
otherwise preparing for the eventual return to Jackson county. Brigham 
Young inherited this work from its inspired originator, Joseph Smith, and the 
work, it is needless to say, was well and faithfully done. It was a spiritual. 
and a temporal work, having in view, not the aggrandizement of self, not the 
creation of privileged classes and the oppression of the toiling masses, but the 
glory of God, the redemption of Zion, and the prosperity and happiness of all 
mankind. 

Under President Young's wise and able administration, the savage tribes 
were won over and made peaceable; colonies were sent out in all directions; 
cities, towns and villages laid out and peopled; irrigation introduced, arid 
lands redeemed, mills, factories and mercantile houses established, and the 
whole land made to hum as a veritable hive of industry. Missionaries went 
forth, new missions were opened in various parts of the world, and five 
hundred Church teams were annually sent to the frontier to bring in the im- 
migration. Special features of President Young’s industrial work were the 
mining and manufacturing of iron, and the manufacture of nails; also the 
raising of cotton in Southern Utah, at the outbreak of the Civil War, and the 
building of a cotton factory in that section. He likewise founded woolen 
mills, some of which are still in existence. He even attempted the manu- 
facture of beet sugar, the pioneer mill at Sugar House Ward, in the suburbs 
of Salt Lake City, being the forerunner of the present flourishing factories of 
the Utah and Idaho sugar companies. 

But: Bigham Young did not believe in all work and no play. While his 
tireless brain and potent hand were busy laying broad and deep the founda- 
tion of Utah’s prosperity and greatness, he also bore in mind the necessity for 
pure and wholesome amusement and recreation. As early as 1862 he built 
the Salt Lake Theatre, as he had previously built the Social Halland the 
“Old Bowery,” our earliest homes of the drama; and he exercised ceaseless 
watchcare over the morals and manners of those who frequented as auditors, 
or appeared as performers, at these popular places of amusement. The 
erection of the Saltair Pavilion—Utah’s great bathing resort—in after years, 
was simply a continuation of the policy inaugurated by President Young re- 
lative to public means of recreation, and it was undertaken in the same spirit 
that he manifested, and for the same purpose at which he aimed. 
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In all the useful and philanthropic enterprises thus enumerated, and in 
many more that cannot now be named, it was virtually the Church that took 
the lead ; for Brigham Young, as President and Trustee-in-Trust, acted as the 
agent of the Church in investing its means and manipulating its revenues. 
In this capacity he built the Deseret Telegraph line, entirely with home capi- 
tal and home labor, only a few years after the original telegraph line croased 
the continent, and before the advent of the railroad. He and other leading 
“Mormons” helped to construct the Union Pacific and Central Pacific rail- 
roads, which on May 10, 1869, made Promontory, Utah, their place of meeting 
and welding point between East and West. About this time also he took the 
initiative in organizing Zion’s Co-operative Mercantile Institution, a mam- 
moth concern designed to unify “Mormon” commercial interests in the face 
of impending fierce competition from the outside, resulting from the coming 
of the railroad. He even attempted to re-establish the United Order, and 
succeeded in part; though his greatest success in that direction was limited 
and promoter. 

Trust, which was first held by the Prophet Joseph Smith. It originated 
while the Church was in Illinois, and was in conformity with the laws of that 
State, which required every religious body to have a financial agent to act for 
it and to hold the legal title to its property. From the days of the Prophet 
Joseph Smith down to the present, the head of the Church or one of the 
General Authorities, has been chosen and sustained by the members in their 
general annual and semi-annual conferences as Trustee- in- Trust for the body 
Saint“ 

- Brigham Young died August 29, 1877, 5a debe Taylor, the Genios of the 
Twelve Apostles, became his successor as President of the Church. He chose 
as his two counselors George Q. Cannon and Joseph F. Smith, and these. 
three, as the First Presidency from 1880 to 1887, inherited the powers and 
continued the policy of those who had preceded them. It was during Presi- 
dent Taylors administration an anti-polygamy crusade having been instituted 
under the Edmunds law and the Edmunds-Tucker statnte—that the Mor - 
mon” public property was confiscated by the Federal Government. The 
greater part of it was subsequently returned, but the finances of the Chureh 


was daring President thatthe Pioneer 
Power Company was established, a proposition involving several millions of 
dollars, and in which the Chu: zh became largely interested, mainly through 
the influence of President George Q. Cannon and his son, Frank J. Oannon, 
the present editor of the Salt Lake Tribune. The Pioneer Electric Power 
828 was the W of the present Utah Light and Railway 
"President Woodraff, at his death in 1808, was suceseded by. President 
Lorenzo Snow, who also chose George Q. Cannon and Joseph F. Smith as 


were seriously disordered DY wose proceedings: Presiden För died in 
July, 1887, and was succeeded by President Wilford Woodruff, who chose as 


* 


his counselors, President Snow's administration was rendered notable by a 
revival in the observance of the much-mooted law of tithing. For years the 
hands of the Trustee-in-Trust had been tied, so to speak, and the Church 
crippled finapcial, not so much by the confiscation of its property, as by the 
failure by many of its members to pay their tithing, they fearing further 
confiscations and escheatments under the laws of Congreas. President Snow, 
at the beginning of his administration, began a zealous and strenuous preach- 
ing of the law of tithing, and in this movement he was loyally seconded and 
supported by his counselors and the priesthood generally. The result was a 
great reform in the direction of tithe-paying, and a consequent. improvement 
in the financial condition of the Church. This presidency continued until 
the death of President Cannon in 1901, when Joseph F. Smith succeeded him 
as First Counselor to President Snow, who died in October of the same year. 
Then it was that Joseph 
and Anthon H. Lund as his counselors. 

ͤ ̃ heim said 
about polygamy, church - and-state, and the commercial and material phases 
of “Mormonism,” no one had the temerity to assert or even intimate that the 
policy and procedure of the Church leaders were at all at variance with those 
of their predecessors. It remained for the Salt Lake Tribune, edited by the 
aforesaid Frank J. Cannon, “Mormon” apostate and broken-down politician, 
in the employ of ex-Senator Thomas Kearns, another disgruntled office- 
ent Ain e and her! in at: the Renda ofthe Church. 


ministers, who spend one day in seven preaching the Ten Commandments and 
the Golden Rule, and the remaining six in bearing false witness againat their 
neighbors and stirring up strife and hatred against them. When not engaged 
in getting up “anti-Mormon” petitions to Congress, or lobbying in the interest 
of partisan legislation, they may be found any day at the old stand, denounc- 
ing. union of church and state,” and proclaiming against “priestly interference 
in polities.” The. summoning of several prominent “Mormons,” myself in- 
cluded, before the Smoot, investigation committee at Washington, where it 
was shown that the Church was to some extent interested in various secular 
enterprises, and that its president was an officer in them, gave these political 
and religious crusaders their opportunity ; and that they have made the most 
ample and daily witness. 

concerns that have done much and are destined to do more in the develop- 
ment of the material resources of Utah and the West; but it is also true that 
many of the offices held by him in those concerns—mainly directorships— 
. incumbents of his position ; a fact which 
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therance of their financial and political schemes the “Church influence,” of 
which they now prate, they seek revenge by endeavoring to blacken the 
characters and lessen the influence of the “Mormon” leaders.. These two 
men, Kearns and Cannon, are the principal figures in the self-atyled “ Ameri- 
can party.” Their religious coadjators are the members of the Protestant 
~ 1241 iar yf _(‘hriatiar 
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all his enemies, in all their unwarranted strictures upon his course, keep care- 
fully out of sight. It is true that the Church, whose main support is the 
tithes of its members, has from time to time placed means where they would 
be likely to do the most good, for itaelf and for the community at large ; and 
as a result it has paid off many of its debts, and its credit to-day is sound and 
unimpaired. But it is not true that the Church has been “commercialized” 
by its leaders, or that there has been any radical change of policy in the 
financial conduct of the authorities in the course pursued by them, spiritually 
or temporally, since the days of Lorenzo Snow, eee eee 
Taylor, Brigham Young and Joseph Smith. 

of the Latter-day Saints is a system of robbery, tyranny and extortion, as 
these wretched libelers continually declare. The tithing of the Church, which 
J have shown to be a tenth of the annual increase of its members, is purely 
a voluntary offering, willingly and cheerfully made by them in obedience to 
what they hold to be a law of God. The leaders pay tithing as well as the 
people, There is no clement of extortion in it, and no shadow of oppression 
hangs over it. On the contrary, the tithes of the Saints have been used 
largely from the very beginning, for the support of the poor, the relief of the 
sick and afflicted, the care of the widow and the orphan. Other purposes for 
which these funds have been expended are the building of temples and 
houses of worship, the emigration of the poor, the founding of hospitals and 
other benevolent institutions, and the maintenance of Church schools through- 
out the Stakes of Zion, now reaching from Canada to Mexico. The outside 
missions have also been aided in various ways. | 

The priesthood of the Church, 0 legitiniate cladin 
the revenues—as the revelation on tithing plainly shows—have never pressed 
that claim, but have preferred to earn their own living and support their 
families by private labor, while giving their services gratuitously to the cause. 
Ours is not a salaried priesthood, and never has been; even our’ foreign 
missionaries usually travel “without purse or scrip.” Only those who give 
their entire time to the Church, and have no other income, receive regular as- 
sistance from its coffers ; and even this is limited to the actual needs of sach 
workers and their families The princely salaries paid to high civic officers, 
railroad magnates, insurance managers, and leading men of affairs throughout 
the country, are utteriy unknown among the Latter-day Saints. I do not 
exaggerate when I say, without fear of successful contradiction, that ‘our 
leading men, Presidents, Apostles, and Bishops, who from the first have 
given their lives and labors in this cause, had they employed their time and 
talents in other pursuits, and sought‘their own aggrandizement, would ‘have 
been able to command, as their reasonable compensation, many times the 
amount they have received from the Church ne 
de voting themselves unselfishly to its interests. 

“All thia talk aboat 4 “heartless hierarchy,” “grinding the ot the poor,” 
“oppressing the ‘widow and the orphan,” in order that a few men and their 
families may “revel in wealth,” “practice licentiousness,” and “plot treason 
against the government,” is just so much humbug and clap-trap, ludicrous 
enough to be laughable were it not taken seriously by the uninformed “dupes 
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and victims”—not of the “Mormon” priesthood, but of their libelers and 
defamers. Every body in Utah knows this to be true. The reputable Gentiles 
take no stock in the lurid and lugubrious tales told by the Salt Lake Tribune. 
The “Mormon” people are not oppressed and down-trodden. Neither are 


they a poverty-stricken impecunious v 

case with any other community in the United States. We have no paupers, 
no beggars, no tramps. The comparatively few indigent people among us 
indigent because aged, ailing, or otherwise unfortunate;-age well cared for by 
the Church through a Priesthood perfectly organized and equipped for all 
conditions and emergencies. Everything within the Church is done by com- 
mon consent. Priesthood and people are united, and possess each other’s 
confidence. Withal, the ‘Mormon*people areyshrewd and sensible. They 
know who their friends are, and their-eyes are open to the trickery and true 
inwardness of those who profess love and sympathy for ‘them in order to 
alienate them from their leaders. They have no use for hypocrites, for the 
turncoat and the traitor. And they will never be won from “Mormonism” by 
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i christiantty. Amos R. Wells says Wings 66 the 
need ‘of & union between faith and works, in a recent number of the Christian 
Age. We quote: 


practical Christianity is the religion of things; epixitnel 
ity is the religion of believing things, At first glance there seems to be a 
wide difference between these two, but there is not. Practical Christianity 
is eminently spiritual, and spiritual Christianity is eminently practical. 

The epistle of James has been called the Gospel of oommD⁰ bene, Luther, 
wich his enthusiasm for his recovered doctrine of justification by faith, called 
it an epistis of straw) and wanted to drop it from the New Testament. But 
Luther should have learned better from his favorite epistle to the Romans, in 
whose: twelfth found we plain directions for practical 
Christianity as anywhere in J 0 | 
“Tt i do easy’ to run to extremes! Men get the 
of holiness, and at once they become, essentially, modern monks and ‘ntitis. 
They ‘think that ‘pray without ceasing’ means continually to contemplate 
Heaven and avoid contract with earthly’ nn ‘They live for ter Bibles, 
and for communion’ with God. 1 

0f the kind) seri n this! Tey “prayer 
meetings as ‘talk, nothing’ but tall” They urge Christians to ‘do somie- 
ching“ Fray with ministering hands“ with u 
swift en errands of meray.’ angie on 

half truth, makes each actually a dangerous view. There is ‘no safety except 
in Christ’é way, and Christ's way was neither of these, put ay ‘between the 
two. Christ had His Mount of Transfiguration; bat He refused to stay there 
He knew that sick ones were waiting to be healed on the plain below. 
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mDITOBIAL. 


THE “TESTIMONY OF INTOLERANCE. 


V bave heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love ty sage su 
hate thine enemy. 

“But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do 
good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, 
and persecute you ; . 

“That ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven; for he 
maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on thie 
just and on the unjust. 

“For if ye love therh which love you, what reward have ye! do not even 
the publicans the same! 

even the publicans so?” 


So taught Christ, the Founder of the Gospel which 4 — The 
old law had been an eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth a stern, relent- 
less “Schoolmaster” to bring the children of Israel to the Christ who had now 
come to them with the more perfect law of love. Whereas, under the old law 
physical force had been used to keep them in the path of duty, now, a force 
which appeals to the heart was to be applied. The golden rule of love was 

It is well to remember this truth in this day of many and varied creeds, 
conflicting opinions, and opposing forces; and those who are seeking after 
that school of thought and system of government which Christ and His im- 
mediate followers founded would do well to note this, one of ita distinguishing 
features, This church had other characteristics, such as were taught in its 
first principles of faith, repentance, baptism, etc., as alao in its inspired minis- 
try of apostles and prophets, with the signs following the believer—and: yet 
this law of love was one of the chief marks by which it could be known among 

apy and all others, from whatever source they might come. “By this shall 
all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love ove to another,” were 
the words of the Master; 
during all time could measure claimants to discipleship. { 
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The law of love was not meant to extend only to the members of the Church, 
but was to reach to all, even to those who were their enemies. To love those 
of your own faith, and consequently bound to you by ties of common interest, 
is, as the Master pointed out, nothing to boast about, for do not even the 
publicans the same?” The love must reach out beyond this small compass, 
even to every soul that can be reached either by contact or by influence. 

The very nature of the Holy Ghost which is promised to every true believer 
who unites himself to the Church of Christ, is to enlarge the heart so that it 
takes the whole human race within its and love. “God so loved 
the world, that he gave his only begotten Son” to save it. That Son so loved 
the world that He suffered on the cross for its sins. And soa part of that 
same far-reaching love is imparted to everyone who becomes one with Christ 
by a membership in His Church. 10 

The law of love does not permit of force, either of the body or the mind. 
Love leads, but does not drive. The Good Shepherd walked in front of the 
sheep, and they followed. He did not drive them along with dogs and whips. 
So, within the Church of Christ there is no compulsion. No one can be 
forced to do the right. Man’s agency is God-given. Whether or not man 
should be a free agent was decided once for all in the council in heaven, before 
he came to this earth. Lucifer would have taken it from him, but Jesus, 
in conformity to the will of the Father, pleaded for it, and His cause won. 
Man, therefore, has within himself the power of choice. True it is that this 
choice is moulded to a great extent by training and environment. Sometimes 
men chose to do evil, but that cannot be prevented without doing violence to 
the fundamental law of free agency. Men should only be persuaded to do 
the right, as Paul says, “by pureness, by knowledge, by long-suffering, by 
kindneas, by the Holy Ghost, by love unfeigned, by the word of truth, by the 
left.” 

The Latter-day Gainte-contend that the Church of Jesus Christ of former- 
day Saints lost ita beauty, its power, and much of its truth in a general apos- 
tacy which began not long after the last of the Apostles, and that the numerous 
sects and parties which have sprung from this apostate chureh have not the 
Gospel in saving purity and effectiveness. These churches, if measured by 
the standard of the law of love, will be found wanting, and this alone is 
enough to condemn them, or at least to bar them from the claim of disciple- 
ship with Christ and His Church. This may appear harsh to some, but the 
Lord Himself laid down the rule by which to measure, and we ought not to 
find fault with it. Let us briefly call attentioh to conditions—matters of his- 
tory—which justify the statement. 

The early history. of. the: Raman Catholic church is one of intolerance, per- 
secution, and bloodshed. This fact cannot reasonably be denied. The rack 
and the thumbscrew were instruments of persuasion, and the stake and the 
sword were the means of exeention. Terrible were the church’s punishments 
against those who dissented from its views. It will not do for apologists to 
say that the Inquisition was a civil institution: Church and state were 
clearly united in those days, and the Pope’s temporal power was felt by kings 
and emperors. 
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the Netherlands were slain by Catholics. At the terrible massacre of St. Bar- 
tholomew in France, it is estimated that thirty thousand—some say seventy— 
thousand Protestants perished. “And,” says Murdock, “The Pope ordered a 
jubilee throughout Christendom.” Russia, the stronghold of the eastern 
division of the Catholic Church, has remained in a state of servitude up to 
the present, and tolerance in religious matters is practically unknown. In 
the Scandinavian countries Catholicism came by force of arms, and when 
Protestantism took its place, it was more by the same force than by argument. 
In Germany the struggle between the opposing forces of the Reformation was 
keen and bitter, and the spirit of intolerance was not confined to the Catholics, 
The Reformers quarreled with each other, and it is alleged that Johu Calvin, 
the great expounder of Presbyterianism, was instrumental in having one; 
Michael Servetus, burned at the stake because he denied that there are three 
persons in the Trinity. 

If we tarn tothe beginning of the thurches of Great Britain, we find 
the same lack of tolerance for each other’s religious opinions. Catholics and 
Protestants persecuted each other according to the power which the wheel 
of fortune brought into their hands. The rise and fall of thrones depended 
upon religious parties. When the Catholics were in power, off went the 
heads of Protestants; and when the Protestants were in power, off went the 
heads of Catholics. A “defender of the faith” became so by virtue of bis 
valor in the use of the sword, and not “by the armour of righteoun on the 
right hand and on the left.“ Even over in America, to whose shores the 
Puritans had fied for religious liberty, nen 
abused those who differed from them. : 

Slowly through the centuries, religious liberty has come to the world. "The 
hand of Providence has shaped events for wise ends that in these days God 
could do a mighty work and a wonder; and yet the spirit of tolerance in re- 
ligious matters is far from perfect. The Latter-day Saints are witnesses to 
this fact perhaps more than any other religious organization now existing. 
They have been the object of hatred and persecution by religionists of many 
professions. Preachers whose usual theme is the love of God and fellow 
man, altea find time to denounce the 
falsehoods about them. 

It is a strange but significant fact that Christianity 
are among the most intolerant of men. They have been and are to-day among’ 
the first to deny the right of free speech and worship to those who differ from 
them. Though this is true, there are many honorable exceptions. Among 
these was that trae Christian, Canon Farrar, from whose — seks 
ing is quoted: iH 

“Tt must be said though I say it with the sorrow that — 
exclusi veness of the Pharisee, the bitter ignorance of the self-styled theologian, 
the usurped infallibility of the half-educated religionist, have been ever the 
curse of Christianity. . Is theological hatred still to be a proverb for: 
the world’s just contempt !] Is such hatred—hatred in its bitterest and ‘moet: 
ruthless form—to be regarded as the legitimate and normal outeome of the 
religion of love! . Is the spirit of peace never to be brought to bear on religious’ 
opinions} Are such questions always to excite the most: intense animositien, 
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and the most terrible divisions} . Is the world to be forever oon- 
firmed in its opinion that theological partisans are less truthful, less candid, 
less high-minded, less honorable even than the partisans of political and 
social causes, who make no profession as to the duty of love? Are the so- 
called ‘religious’ champions to be forever as they now are, the most unscru- 
pulously bitter, the most conspicuously unfair! Alas! they might be so with 
far less danger to the cause of religion if they would forego the luxury of 
‘quoting scripture for their purpose.’” 

The testimony of intolerance condemns the churches of the world. Will 
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints stand the test of toleration! 
If not, let it fall with the others—let it be found wanting. If “Mormonism” 
is not founded and continued on the broad basis of absolute freedom of the 
individual to worship “how, where, or what he may,” then it is not what it 
Ne ee Let us, in another article, 
A 


THE semi-annual N re conference will be held in Cobden Hal, 
Peachy Street, Nottingham, on Sunday, October 22 ud, 1905, services com- 
mencing at 10:30 a. m., 2:30 and 6:30 p.m. 


Departures.—The following missionaries sailed from Liverpool for Boston 
per 8,8. Arabic, October 6, 1905: From Great Britain—Brigham E. Griffiths, 
Albert F. Richins, Henry P. Hunter. From Germany and Switzerland 
Jacob Leonhardt, Joseph L. Mair, Arnold G. Giauque, Brigham F. Melntire. 
From South Africa Thomas L. Griffiths. From Iceland—John J. 

Forty passengers for Utah and Idaho points accompanied the Elders, the 
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— THE MISSION Fm, 


. “Norwich Conterence.~der George F. Webb writes from 
Norwich: 

“The workin this part of the atid thie’ 
highly progressive stage, with bright prospects for the future. We are 
entering. on our winter work with good representation in the various 

“On Saturday, September 30th, the wife of one of the Elders arrived here 
in Norwich; w. (Riders) had: prepared a for them, much. 
to the merriment’ of those who witnessed the meeting. a 
On Sanday; October Ist, two more ‘honest souls ‘were initiated into the 


at reported by Elders. Wilford 

Having labored for some seventeen months in the Cambridge district of 
£0 oor Heavenly Fath fr 
the ‘blemings He has shown us. This being a new field, and there being no 
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suitable place for baptizing, we have built a font in a green-house belonging 
to one of the brethren. We here led eight honest souls into the waters of 
baptism on Friday and Saturday, October 6 and 7; also one in the river same 
weeks ago, making nine in all. Elder T. Wilford West officiated. On Sunday 
afternoon we held a confirmation and sacrament meeting, where the Saints 
bore their testimonies of the truthfulness of the Gospel that they had received. 
The prospects are looking very bright in this place.” 


Good Words from Doncaster.—Elder d. Albert Ballock sends the fo 
lowing from Doncaster : 

— held its tab: 
Doncaster, October 1. The speakers, being blessed with the Spirit of the Lord, 
portrayed the principles of the Gospel and Church history impressively to the 
hearers. The vocal solo by Miss M. Sanior, and violin and piano duets by 
Brothers Stewart De May and Sister Nellie Brown were ably rendered, and 
much appreciated by all. Many new faces, fruits of our open-air meetings, 
were present, and all expressed themselves highly gratified. 

“Our evening services were well attended, notwithstanding that two harvest 
festivals of unusual proportions were taking place in Doncaster the same 
evening. Some of our sisters and friends worked hard in serving a tes, which 
was a success in every way. To them we feel exceedingly grateful. 

“Monday morning all the Elders of the Sheffield conference met in council 
meeting and enjoyed a rich flow of the Spirit of the Lord. : 

“My companion, Elder George W. Mace, and feel greatly encouraged 
the present outlook of conditions throughout the branch“ 


In Villages and by Waysides.—Elders John 8. 8 Ir. and Charlee 
Gospel, as follows: 

“Our work for the past year has been principally among the counjry people 
in small villages. In our travels we meet many old people who knew. the 
Smith that was in these parts at that tim. 

Occasionally we have some opposition. One da last June I (Elder Boyer) had 
finished tracting a little village about ten miles from here, and had left tracts 
and books at nearly every door, and had many pleasant conversations. I was 
just in the act of starting home when I met two well-dressed gentlemen. I 
enquired of them the way to the next village. They kindly told me, and then 
asked me if I was one of those ‘Mormon’ Elders, I told them I was. They 
then set to work to ‘save’ me, and told me that my tracts were full of ‘rot.’ 
collect my tracts and burn them. 

that they bad collected most of the tracts and warned the people against us. 
But instead of turning them against us, the people were all our friends, and 
old men and women listened to our testimony. Little childres at down in 
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the road and listened to us as we explained to thém the principles of the 
Gospel. Since then we have called that way several times, and are always 
well treated. Just the other day we met one of these same preachers, and he 
eommenced to ridicule us again. But this time, after a long talk with him, 
he began to grow interested in our message, and we were successful in making 
a friend of him. At least, he took some of our literature and expressed the 
hope of meeting with us again.” 


Notes from Iceland.—Elder Thorderson brought with him from Iceland 

the following news from Elder Bjarnason who is now alone in that far 
northern land: © - 
„During the months of August and September we have distributed 1,210 
tracts, and five books; visited the houses of 310 strangers, held four public 
meetings, and seventy Gospel conversations. 
Our work has been principally carried on in Westman Islands, and in the 
country districts surrounding Reykjavik. From now on the work will be 
carried on in Reykjavik, as traveling in the country is not convenient during 
the winter months. 

“Elder Thorderson having been released to return home, leaves only one 
man to continue the work, when there should be at least three or four. We 
hope, however, that more help will soon be sent; for, although little progress 
is being made in converting people, still there is a great awakening among 
the of some districts here, and many have commenced to read our 
literature and investigate our faith. It is only of late years that tracts and 
books have, to any great extent, been distributed among the country people, 
and we find these have been of great value, as the Icelanders are great readers 
and lovers of books. Much of olden time prejudice has vanished, and the 
people are beginning to believe that we are sincere. Although in the past 
slow progress has been made, still we have unbounded confidence that in the 
near future much success will be the reward of missionary work in this 
country. Indeed, we feel that the harvest is ripening, and the only thing that 
is wanting is a few more laborers. 

“Reykjavik is a city of about eight or nine thousand inhabitants, and it 
would be of great value for the work if the Church owned a househere. Then 
the missionaries would be able to hold regular meetings, whereas, as it is now, 
it is hardly possible. To rent the public halls is very expensive, and to get a 
room in a private house for meeting purposes is scarcely possible. 

of the 
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THE LONDON CONFERENCE. 


auen anion conference was held Sunday, October 8th, 1905, 
6:80 p.m. | 

At the nin weben there were more than the cal number of Saints 
in attendance. President Jesse W. Hoopes axpressed his pleasure in seeing 
80 many present and welcomed them to the conference. The leading authori- 
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tics of the Church, together with th traveling Elders of 
presented and unanimously sustained. 

The statistical report of 
branches, with a total membership of 530, and twenty-four traveling Elders. 
There have been during the past six months 35 baptiams,; strangers’ houses 
visited in tracting, 34,717; by invitation, 1,069; tracts distributed, 191,686 ;, 
Gospel conversations, 7,715 ; meetings held, indoora, 822 ; outdoors, 250; books 
distributed, 2,803. 

Elders Franklin D. Cummings, Arta D. Young, Jr., Walter F. Stevens, and 
David W. James, Jr., bore their testimonies. Elder Edwin F. Tout rendered 
a solo, “The Uld Sweet Story.” President Grant occupied the rest of the time 
speaking of the divinity of the Gospel and the blessings of the same. : 

There were present at the afternoon meeting about two hundred Sainte a 
friends. Elders Edward A. Cottrell, David M. Hymas, John A. Booth, a1 
Charles H. Smith, spoke in the order named. 

President Grant spoke of the character of the Latter-day Saints, 105 
honesty, virtue, etc. 

At the evening meeting there were about three hundred and fifty persons 
present, Elders Wilford A, Beesley, Norman E. Shorten, and Edwin F. Tout 
bore strong testimonies of the Gospel. President Hoopes bore a strong testi- 
mony and spoke on the Word of Wisdom. Sisters Grace, Margaret, and 
Hazel Tout then rendered a trio. 

President Grant then occupied the time by bearing a very strong testi- 
mony to the divinity of the Prophet Joseph Smith’s mission. | 
There was a very good spirit manifested at each of the meetings, and Presi- 

dent Hoopes with the Elders feel greatly encouraged in their work. 

A Priesthood meeting was held on Saturday, at 97 Farleigh Road, President 
Grant being present. He gave the Elders some very, good instructions in 
regard to their work, 

On Saturday evening there was a concert given in the Finsbury Town 
Hall We were very fortunate in securing the following artists: Miss Eva 
Starling, Miss Nannie Tout, Miss Maud Davies, Miss Grace Tout, Miss ie. 
Tout, Miss Hazel Tout, Mr. Edwin F. Tout, and Mr. Ivor James, AR CM. 
Both concert and conference were successes in every way. 

Anta D. Youna, Clerk of Conference. 


A LITTLE MEETING AT “No. 


and so the usual Wednesday evening meeting of the Liverpool branch was 
attended by but few. people—twenty in all. Seven of these were returning 
Elders, who were the peculiarly interesting features of the meeting. 

President Heber J. Grant presided. 

Elders Jacob Leonhardt and Joseph L. Mair pen briefly. 
Germans, who had been to their native land preaching the Gospel. They, 
in their broken English, 
theirs while laboring in Germany, 911% n 

Elder Iemke Kooyman spoke next Elder Kooyman lee young man from 
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called to translate and write for De Ster, the Church organ for the Nether- 
lands mission. Although he had never before visited an English speaking 
country, he spoke English with considerable freedom. He narrated some of 
his experiences in the mission field, one of which was as follows: | 

Recently I had to go to a certain part of Rotterdam, the city where I was 
laboring as writer for the Ster. As I was very busy that day (it was a Monday) 
and 1 had to go the same direction the next day, anyhow, I decided to wait. 
until the morrow; but while at my desk, writing, I was prompted to go that 
very day, and then at the same time visit a certain family of Saints. Look- 
ing over my work, and remembering I had to go that way on Tuesday I 
thought it rather strange that I should go on Monday. However, I could not 
stay at the office, and so I obeyed the prompting that told me to go. At the home 
I. went to I met the parents of a sister, very old people. Soon the old man 
and I were talking about Gospel subjects. Speaking about the guidance. of 
the Holy Spirit, the old gentleman asked me, ‘Did you come here led by 
the Holy Spirit?’ I told him I did not know for sure, but I hoped’ always 
to be in a condition to be led by the Holy Spirit But why do you ask me 
this I said. The answer was, ‘Ill tell you. This morning I have been 
praying the Lord, if the Church you represent is His Church, and it is nec- 
essary for me to be baptized, then to send me one of His servants down here, 
so that I might talk with him.’ All at once I understood why I had to go 
that day, and I told my old friend how I had been prompted to visit his 
daughter. I knew then that I was unconsciously lead by the Holy Spirit. 
While I was talking the Lord poured an abundanceof His Spirit upon us. Never 
in my life did I feel so: happy. I bore my testimony about former experiences, 
and delivered the Gospel message, while the man was asking questions and 
listening eagerly... Soon he broke down in tears and applied for membership. 
On reachins the steset,I-conld have leaped for joy at the goodness of the 
Lord for the manifestation of His Spirit.” 

Elder B. F. McIntire came from Austria where he had been gtetehing the 
Gospel. He spoke of the testimony which he had of the truth. 
ͤ l1 12 South Africa, where 
he had been doing missionary work. , 

I landed in South Africa,” 
ment. I had not been much of a student and did not know one passage of 
Seripture. I set to work, but found it extremely hard to learn. I studied 
and prayed, but I fear that I also doubted. Three months passed, and I 
had made very little headway. I then decided that I would have to rely en- 
tirely upon the Lord for help. I kept a season of fasting and prayer for four 
days that the Lord would help me. In three weeks from that time I had 
committed to memory seventy-five passages of Scripture, and shortly after I 
had learned five hundred, some of which consisted of nearly whole chapters. 
In time I came to be called the “ Walking Bible.” | 

to prayer and guidance 
by the Holy Spirit. A gentleman in Cape Colony had secured some Latter- 
day Saint tracts which he had read. Being impressed with the same, he 
prayed that if the Latter-day Saints had the truth, one of them would be 
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